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CAPTAIN OF THE PORT LOS ANGELES-LONG BEACH PUBLIC NOTICE 03-97

SubJ: INSTRUCTIONS FOR EMERGENCY MERCHANT VESSEL DISPERSAL

1. PURPOSE. To promulgate instruct ions for the safe and
effÍcient dispersal of merchant vessels from the Ports of Los
Àngeles and Long Beach in emergency situations.

2 .  DIRECTM AFFECTED-  COTP LA-LB Pub1 ic  Not Íce  01-91 o f  20
Dece.mber 91 is hereby cancelled.

3 .  DISCUSSION.

a- The Coast Guard Captair'¡ of thè Port Los Àngeles-Long
Beach (COTP L¡\-LB) has the authori . ty t¡nder 33 CFR 6-04-8 to
cupc:nrisc and eontrol the movement of ony vcsccl- .withÍn thc Forts
of Los Angeles and Lorrg Beach.

b. The enclosed instructions deteil merchant vessel movement
coordination actions within the Ports of Los Àngeles and Long
Beach in the event of a najor oi l  spi l l ,  explosion, f i re,  natural
disaster, impending enemy attack, or other potentiaJ- port
emergency which necessitates dispersal of merchant vessels- COTP
LÀ-LB will only direct merchant vessels to depart port in cases
where vessels, due to their 1ocation, are at higher risk of loss
of life, property damage or could interfere with emergency
response activities-

c- PÍlots and tugboats should be used to get underway
v¡henever possible, but there may be extreme emergency situations
where vessel- masters believe ac:tions must be taken without these
safeguards. Nothing Ín this plan prohibits vessel masters from
taking safe and prudent actions to safeEuard personneJ-, the
vessel, the environnent, the cargo and/or the facility.

4 .  ACTION.

a. When directed by the Coast Guard Captain of the Port,
merchant vessels shall execute emergfency dispersaÌ in accordance
wi th  enc losure  (1 ) -

b- Questions concerning Merchant Vessel- Dispersal may be
directed to this off ice at (562) 980-4454-

thJ',"lç_
G. F. I4IRIGHT
Capta in ,  U.  S .  Coast  Guard
Commanding Off icer

EncI:  (  1 )  Merchant Vessel Dispersal Instruct ions and Procedures
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APPENDIX - D

}fERCEÀIflT \IESSEI, DISPERSAT, PLÀN
FOR LOS À}TGELES-LONG BEtrCE EÀRBORS

NoChing in t.his plan wiII precLude a vessel master from taking
pr-udenÉ acÈion whenever and wherever nece6aary, üF Eo.and
including, in exlreme emergencies, gett ing underway. withouL a
piIot. or-Èugboat. assisEance. Mascers always have the optio¡l  of
Laking pnrdénÈ acÈions necessary Eo progect Lheir vessel, their
cargo, t-treir crew, the faci l i ty and the port-

SECTIONS IN TEIS PLÀN:
1. WHY DO WE NEED TTIIS DISPERSÀL PI,AN?
2. WHAT HÀS TO HAPPEN FOR THIS DISPERSAL PLAN TO BE IMPLEMENTED?
3. WHO WILL GT\rE THE VESSEL DISPERSAL ORDER?
4. HOW WILL THE DISPERSAL INSTRUC'TIONS BE BROADCAST?
5. WHICH VESSELS WILL NEED TO DISPERSE ("AFFECTED VESSELS")?
6. }THÀT SHOT'LD À}T "AFFECTED IrESSELII I4ÀSTER DO?
7 , ÀFTER T DEPART TTÍE PORT (AND DTSFMBARK MY PILOT IF EMPLOYED) ,

WHERE SITOT'LD I GO?
8 . WIIICH IrESSELS WIIJL "DTSPERSE FIRSTN ?
9. WHAT SHOT'LD 1:I{E PILOT ORGÀì{IZÀTIONS AI{D TUGBOÀT COMPANIES DO?
].0. WHÀT IF T NEED TO DEPART F'OR T'TTE SAFETY OF MY CREW AI{D

VESSEL, BT'T THE COAST GUARD HAS NOT CONTACTED ME?
11. VÌHAT TF T À}f ON AN I|ÀFFECTED VESSEL" BI.IT CAN'T GET I'NDERI'IAY?

1. ÍT}TY DO WE NEED THTS DISPBRSÀL PLÀN?

a. To minimize Ehe possibiliCy of personnel casualties and
property damage through Limely and orderly departure of affected
vesse ls .

b- Outline ex¡lecÈat,ions and provide clear, easy to
understand steps tõ all vessel-maõters should such an incidenc
occur so tshat LUey may take appropriatse acEions to ensure a
timely and orderly deparEure of their vessel-

c. To provide vessel dispersal instructions and procedures

that can be followed by all pèrsonnel involved in the movement of

vessels both in and aròund the LA/LB port complex should
conununicat,ion systems f aiI.

a. The occurrence of a caEasErophic event that. will
negaEively impact the abil i ty of I  veèsel (s) to remain safely
moored or ats anchorage: a nãtural disasEer such as an earthquake,
a f ire, âD e:çlosion, a t.oxic gas release, an oi l  or chemical
s p i l I .  e t c -
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b. The expect.ation or f orecast. of a possibJ-y cacastrophic
event  t .hat r  wi l - I  l ike ly  impact  the abi l i ry  o f  a  vessel (s)  Eo remain
safeì-y moored or aE anchorage: an approaching severe storm, a
predicted Lsunami, an impending enemy aËtack, etc.

c. The possibi l i ty of being "trapped" aE berch/anchorage by
an o i l  or  chemical  sp i I I .  I f  a f fected by the sp i l I ,  vessels  mus¡
waiC at bert.h unLil the vessel and the surrounding area can be
cleanecl t-o the saE.isfacLion of the response agerrcies j-¡rvol-ved and
a clear departure paeh is awailable-

3. WHO WTLL GIÌIE TT{E VESSEL DTSPERSAL ORDER?

a- Under the auEhority of the Porcs and Waterways Safety
Act ,  the U.  S,  CoasE Guard Capuain of  uhe PorL (COTP) wi l l  be the
final auEhority in decermining which vessels wil l  be subjecc to
an emergency vessel díspersal.

b- 'rhe COTP wiII immediacely nocify bot.h pi lot st.acions and
VTIS (trhis includes the Marine Exchange) via the Harbor Traffic
Informacion System (HTIS) and confirm verbally i .r i th trhe affected
areas, the affected vessels and Ctre urgency of the dispersal. In
addition, the COTP will request Èhat Ehe Marine Exchange notity
the line handling and water taxi. companies of the pending shorc-
notice departures-

c- The COTP wil]- ensure immediace nocificaEion of the trhree
primary escort and assist tug companies with the approximate
number of affected vessels and the urgency of Ehe dispersal.
This may done wiCh the assistance of Ehe Marine Exchange and the
piloC dispat.chers.

d. The
and through
deparEures.

e.  The
ceamwork of
dispatchers,
others.

COTP will inunediacely contacÈ CUSTOMS, both verbally
the IITIS to inform them of emergency wessel

COTP r¡il1 coordinat.e efforcs with the cooperation and
pilots, pi lot dispauchers. tugboats, tugboau

vessel masters, vessel agents, port wharf ingers and

4. HOI^I WTLL THE DTSPERSAL TNSrRUCTTONS BE BROÀDCÀST?

Dispersal inscrucLions may be passed from the.COTP by the
foLlowing means of conrnunicacion ( l isted by pr ior i ty):

a- OVER THE RÀDIO. Channel 16 (156.8 mhz)

b. OVER THE TELEPHONE. Telephone conversat.ion between COTP
represenEat ive or  harbor  p i lo t  and wessel ts  master  or  agent .

c- IN WRIÎING. COTP represenE.ative delivers message Eo
vessel  masEer or  agent  aE vessel  locac ion-
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d. Harbor Traff ic Informat, ion Syst.em (HTIS) wriÈt.en
inst.ructions from the COTP to VTIS, bot,h pi lot organizacions and
Customs.  Pi lo ts  wi l l  not i fy  Ehe vessel 's  master  of  est imated
deparEure t ime.

e - OVER THE FÐ(. FAX co VTIS and boch pilot organizat.ions -
FÀX will be handl-ed similarÌy to a HTIS message.

5. WHTEH ÌrESSELS WTLt NEED TO DTSPERSE (' 'ÀFFECTED VESSELS") ?

a. The COTP wil l  determine the I 'affected area" depending
upon the impact.ed area and/or the area "potenEial damage." The
affecced area may be large in the case of an earEhguake or
approaching scorm,- perhaps trhe enEire port complex, buc may be
local - ized in  the case of  an expÌos ions.  f i re  or  ö i I  sp i I l .

b. Al l  vesseLs r¡ ichin t.he affecced area wil- l-  be direcced t.o
d isperse.

6 - WIIÀT SHOULD AN i'ÀFFECTED .\IESSELU IVIASTER DO?

a- On a local and individual- basís, the vessel master is
l- ikely the best person to determine if  his/her vessel is
"affecEed. " l f  remaining at bêrth/anchorage wil l  pose a danger
to the vessel or crew, the master should consider Eheir wessel
daf fecÈed' r  or  in  the "af fectsed area."  I f  i t  is  not  readi ly
apparent to the ntaster whether the vessel is wit,hin tshe affected
area, the mast.er should contact the Coast Guard or the
appropriate pilot sÈation by telephone or radio as soon as
possible in order E.o make that determination.

b- Prepare to get. underway as soon as possible.
c- Secure aI1 loading and discharge operations
d- Recall all crew members
e- Set. a live radio watch to receive informaÈion and

emergency instnrcÈions on the following VHF-FM frequencies (radio
operaEor musÈ be capable of effectively conununicacing in
English) :

-  Char¡nel  16 (156.8 mhz) .  Discress,  Safety  & CaI I ing
-  Channel  14 (156.7 mhz)  ( i f  capable)
- i f  moored in LA, Channel 73 (rSe -625 mhz), LA Pilot.s
-  i f  moored in  LB,  Channel  12 (156.6 mhz) ,  LB Pi lo ts

f. Àrrange for a pilot, l-ine handlers (if moored) and
adequate tugboat. assistance (as necessary) .

g-  Cal I  the COTP (FAX: (5621 980-4415 or  verbal ly  ac $62!-
9BO-4454 or (5621 980-4444) and reporE your vessel 's eguipment
and departrure status (escimated t ime of deparcure).

h- Remain aE berth/anchoraçJe as long as i t
whi le waicing for pi lotr  and tugboat assisEance

safe  Eo do  so
necessary )  -

D - 4

l-s
( i f
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The respecEive pi lot staEion wiLl contact you wich a scheduLed
departure tíme. Vessels desir ing co leave port wichout a piLot
on board must receive COTP permission prior to geEt'ing underway,
unless che master has a LA/LB pi lotage endorsemenc or Ehe
circumstances are such that remaining at berth/anchorage wil l
pose a serious danger Eo che vessel and crew.

i, Depart as soon as the harbor pi loc and masEer have
assessed the situaÈion and confl ict. ing traff ic and are ready Eo
proceed.

z-a.I{tER I DEP B-ARK_MY._P"_ILqT I*E_.EISPLQXEDL
VTI{BRE SITOULD I GO?

a. NEXT PORT OF CALL. Vessel masters desir ing to cransit to
their next port of call upon deparLure shorrld infc¡¡m VTIS of
Eheir inÈ,entions 15 minutes prier ta exit, ing Ehe brcakwater, er
vrhen pract, ical to do so.

b. DISPERSÀL AREA OFF SHORE. Vesse1 masLe.rs desiring co
remain in ehe area should inform 1}TIS of their int.ent.ions 15
minut.es prior to exit.ing the breakwaLer, or when pract.ical t.o do
so- Vesse1 mast.ers wil l  be assigned an anchorage l-ocaEion
ouEside of the federal breakwater by \ITfS on channel l . .4- Vessel
cree¡s should limit radio transmissions co Ehose necessary for
navigacional safety

8. WHTCI{ .IüBSSELS WILL |'DTSPERSE FTRSTII?

a. In general, vessels'Èhat trave t,he greaËesL poEentrial for
large loss of life or involvement of dangerous cargo will have
priority and should be scheduled by pilocs, tugboats and mastsers
alike in this order ( l ist.ed highestr prioricy to lowest):

- Passenger vessels (if passengers aboard)
- LHG vessels
- Tank vessels (oil and chemical)
- À11 oEher vessels

b. Proxirnity Lo danger, propulsion plant readiness and
vessel maneuverability should be taken into account as weLl.. On
the spoÈ alterarions of dispersal insÈructions may be made by
harbor pilot.s and vessel masters; ensuring vessels/crews in
greatest danger deparE f irst.

c. I f  enemy accack is inuninenc, U.s. Mil i t .ary vessels wil l
have highest priori ty. Note Ehat U.S. Mil i tary vessels are noÈ
required to embark a pil-ot., unless the Cormnanding Officer deems
ic necessary.

d. ÀT NO TIME should vessel masters, vessel crews, harbor
pi lots, tugboat crews, l ine handlers, and/ox faci l icy personnel
take actions thac unduly place themselves or ot.hers at greaEer
r isk-
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9. WHÀT SHOULD THE PTLOT ORGÀNTZA TONS ÀND TUGBOAT COMPÀNIES Do?

a. Upon receipc of E.he dispersal inserucEions, respective
piloc organizations should make arrangemenËs t,o board vessels
(considering trbe above priori t ies) and have suff icienE tug
assistance to safely navigaE.e vessels out of port. RespecEive
pilot st.at ions should notify vessels of scheduled sail ing t imes
and should notify the COTP or Èhe l/Tf S COTP represent.ative. -

b- Pilot and tugboat companies should consider recaJ-l ing
additsional piì-oEs/crews to meetr E.he demand of vessel deparcures
(based on che number of  a f fected vessels) .

c. Vessels may exit tro the east of Lhe LB breakwacer j-f  Ehe
Lgtg Bêach pi loc deems it  safe for che vessel, cdnsidering the
size, maneuveraþil iEy and drafe, i f  necessary Eo faci l icace a
more rapid dispersal. The pi loç shauld notify \I f ls LA-I¿B of Ehis
rouEe -

10. WHAT IF r NEED TO DEPÀRT FOR TI{E SÀFETY OF lvIY CREW AND
]¡ESSEL, BITT TTIE COAST GUARD HÀS NOT CO}flTACTED ME?

a- À11 mari¡rers responsible for the safe moveme¡rc of vessels
should remain ca1m, use good marine practíce, and abide by t.he
:rrles of the road to ensure tshe safe, effective and
enwironmental-ly sound dispersal of aII af fect.ed vessels.

b- Vessel masÈers desiring Èo leave port. r¡ithout. a pilot on
board musE receive COTP permission prior to get.t.ing underway,
unless the mastser has a LA/LB pilot.age endorsement or the
circumstances are such thaÈ remaining aE berth/anchorage wil-I
pose a serious danger ttre vessel and crew.

c. The one Ehing we donft. want Co happen, is uo have a
collision, allision and/or grounding that, would make the
situauion even worse. we musE aII work t.ogether co efficiently
ancl safeJ.y execute the Emergency Dispersal Plan.

11. WIIÀT fF f .ÀM ON Àl'I "ÀFFECIED VESSBIT BUT CÀl{'T GET UNDERWAY?

a- If unable to gec safely underway vessel masters should
consider doubling up all lines, securing all machinery and even
direcËing Èhe crew t.o evacuate the vessel and seek landside
shelÈer - depending upon trhe sitsuation. Vessel masEers should
notify the COTP of Èhese or simil-ar actions if time aIlows, or
inunediately upon arrival to safe area.
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b.  In  cases of  approaching o i l ,  vessel -  masters should cake
aI I  prudenc steps t .o  min imize vessel  hu l l  contraminat ion,  and
should take in to considerac ion the hazards associaued wi th  che
spil l-ed oi l  and provide assessments and recommendaEions to the
spi1l responders as appropriat.e

i i

i.
l :
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